
Portable Fire Extinguisher Selection Guide
Extinguisher Extinguisher  Classifications :

Type Appearance Notes Pictographs

Dry  ABE Type  ABE Type

Chemical

 BE Type  BE Type

Limited
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             A                 
Wood, Paper, Plastic

             B              
Flammable & 

Combustible Liquids

           C           
Flammable Gases

             D              
Combustible   Metals

             E               
Electrically Energised 

 Equipment

             F                 
Cooking Fats & Oils

Water 
including 
Fire Hose 

Reels

Not to be used on    
electrical,                  
flammable liquid or   
cooking fat fires.

User to be careful     
to select the correct  
type of                     
extinguisher.

Also known as a       
powder                     
extinguisher. 

Carbon 
Dioxide

Limited use out        
doors due to easy    
gas dispersal.             
                              
Also known as          
Co2.

Not to be used on    
electrical fires.

Wet 
Chemical

 Not to be used on    
electrical fires.

Not to be used on    
electrical fires.            
                              
Used for                   
smothering cooking  
or clothing fires.

 Note: Combustible metal fires require a specialised fire extinguisher. Seek professional advice.
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